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SENATOR DOOLITTLE AND RECONSTRUCTION. 

Perhaps there was no Northern member of Congress, during 
the period immediately succeeding the Civil War, who more ful- 
ly and completely possessed the confidence and good will of his 
stricken brethren of the South than did Senator James Rood 
Doolittle, the then senior senator from Wisconsin. This view 
is amply sustained by the letters of Messrs. Mason, Bryan, Wells, 
Cutler, Tutt, Marvin, and Cooper, which follow. But there is 
much other corroborating evidence in the possession of the writ- 
er belonging to the private correspondence of the late Judge 
Doolittle. The confidence in, and respect for, this statesman, 
who was greatly misunderestood and maligned at home, in the 
North, is made manifest in this correspondence. 

If there would seem to be any doubt as to our main contention, 
that Senator Doolittle was one of the few Northern leaders in 
Southern soil during our reconstruction period, that doubt ought 
to be dispelled by the intelligent and temperate estimate of Judge 
Doolittle found in the following letter of President Samson, of 
Rutgers Female College, New York. The letter has never before 
been published; and it is given to the public now that tardy jus- 
tice may be done to the memory of a good man and worthy pub- 
lic servant. 

New York, April 23d, 1889. 

It is from a deep sense of justice to one of the ablest states- 
men, the wisest of counsellors, the most balanced of political lead- 
ers, as well as in attestation that the same Divine wisdom and 
love permits crises and fits great men for their mission, that I 
make this statement. 

Hon. Henry Dodge, first Senator from Wisconsin, was for 
years one of my appreciative friends & hearers. His successor, 
Hon. J. R. Doolittle, brought to fill his place when age & entire- 
ly new issues demanded rare powers, was not only equally an ap- 
preciative friend and hearer, but became an intimate of my fam- 
ily in the rooms occupied by Hon. Chas. Sumner during his spec- 
ial trial. Coleridge has said : "True greatness is to carry the 

spirit of childhood into riper years; " & Jesus taught that only 
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those ruled by the faith, hope & love of a little child could be 
great in the higher kingdom of heaven. Among many men in 
the history of other lands & ages, & a few personally known in 
a life of thirty years in Washington, no one more fully met these 
rare combinations, thus indicated, than Senator Doolittle. When 
family relations were broken on removal to College Hill in 1859, 
the ties of the truest & purest friendship made him in his fre- 
quent morning rides the delight of learned Professors & of prat- 
tling children; & from his lips many learned of mutual confer- 
ences with Pres. Lincoln on missions of peace amid wars, & of 
counsels that guided more than the thousands about Washington 
imagined, & that inspired & ruled Pres. Lincoln in his Cabinet 
meetings. To such moral influence rare physical energies were 
absolutely essential in reaching the people as well as rulers. In 
the Senate Judge Doolittle' s voice was a charm in its natural 
& unaffected modulations ; & as he warmed with his theme it riv- 
eted everyone of his associates. As to his power over a popular 
audience & the unequalled volume of voice adapted to outdoor 
address, the fame of his Wisconsin eloquence had preceded him. 
The perfectly unrivalled test came at Pres. Lincoln's Inaugura- 
tion. No speaker ever approached in that city the powers dis- 
played, when, standing in front of the City Hall, he was heard 
for nearly one quarter of a mile in front, & distinctly for an eighth 
of a mile around. The rare excellence of the address was that it 
was neither rant nor rhetoric, but solid, statesmanlike, logically 
stated fact & principal, fused and welded by the true heat of pa- 
triotc ardor. G. W. Samson. 

These letters of Southern men which follow point to the real 
condition of affairs in the South immediately after the war. 
They are valuable to the student of the reconstruction period 
of our national life as showing something of the public temper 
of the time as well as some of the complicated questions grow- 
ing out of that momentous and unfortunate period of our exist- 
ence All of the letters are written by persons of comparatively 
slight prominence in the localities where they reside. Certainly, 
none can be dignified with national importance. In none of them, 
however, can it be truthfully said that there is an absence of a 
worthy patriotism. Colonel Mason's letter, for example, is es- 
pecially strong in its frank avowal of the acceptance of the re- 
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suits of the war and the promise of support of a re-united coun- 
try under one general government at Washington. It appears 
that Mr. Wells was a govenment officer, and his criticisms seem 
to be given as a result of his own feelings, rather than for any ab- 
solutely valid and just reasons. His use of English, too, indi- 
cates that his early education may have been neglected. It is 
quite possible that Mr. Tutt was a lawyer. The nature of his 
inquiry indicates that he may have been. Mr. Bryan's letter is 
written on a Milwaukee, Wis., hotel letter-head, and he may have 
been a travelling man. It is quite clear, however, that his home 
was in the Lone Star State, as he was anxious* to have it under- 
stood that his native State disclaimed fellowship with what is 
known as the notorious Ku Klux Klan. Mr. Cutler seems to 
have been the Senator-elect from Louisiana who was knocking 
for admission to his seat with that of his colleague. He presents 
an interesting subject for the consideration of the Senator from 
Wisconsin. Mr. Marvin is, presumably, a Senator-elect from 
Florida, and, in spite of the pacific policy of some of the Northern 
members of Congress, the South, as late as 1868, seems to have 
had great difficulty to get into the great law-making body of the 
nation. He, too, offers his senatorial friend from the North an 
interesting legal question. Lieutenant-Governor Cooper, of Vir- 
ginia, discusses interesting public questions of the hour touch- 
ing, evidently, upon some which have been considered by Judge 
Doolittle in a speech on the floor of the Senate. 

All of these letters, it is believed, outline the honest sentiments 
of the authors of them. Have we not a right to assume that this 
is so? For it is evident that they are written very much in con- 
fidence to an intelligent friend. The student of American his- 
tory will discover in these letters historical material, material not 
always so carefully preserved as it should be ; and it would be a 
source of satisfaction to know if the writers of these letters are 
still living. 

Senator Doolittle was one of the cleanest, ablest, and most con- 
scientious public men who ever graced the halls of our National 
Legislature, and was one of the truest friends of the Union and 
of the South that ever held public office. Yet he was often ma- 
ligned and libelled. This was sometimes done by his political 
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opponents, but oftener and generally, by his political friends. 
It hurt him, in private feeling, beyond the power of mere lan- 
guage, of which he was a consummate master, adequately to ex- 
press. This very attitude served to eliminate from the public 
service, in his later life, a worthy, able and unsullied, although 
admittedly ambitious, public man, pre-eminent alike at home and 
abroad. It is hurtful to the best public service to have to say 
such things ; and yet it is demonstrably true. 

These old letters give some hint of a better understanding of 
each other, North and South. To know this, and to know that it 
is historical truth, 'should be welcome to every honest and patri- 
otic soul. 

New Orleans, La., May 2nd, '66. 
Mr. Doolittle, 

Senator. 

Sir: I take the liberty of writing you a few lines. 

Though originally opposed to secession, when La. seceded 
from the Union I thought it my duty to stand by my State to 
the end. I was an officer of the C.S. Army for 4 years & partic- 
ipated in 33 battles to say nothing of small fights. 

The fate of arms was against us and there is no man in the 
South more desirous than I of seeing the Country re-habilitated 
under the Constitution & the Union. 

Many grave questions will doubtless be presented to the South 
ere this object is consummated, and I think it of the highest im- 
portance that our people should be fully posted as to what is go- 
ing on at Washington in order that they may act advisedly in 
the premises. 

Our local papers furnish but meagre reports, and the great mass 
of the people are kept in ignorance of Congressional proceedings. 

I, therefore, beg to suggest to you to send to various Post- 
Masters throughout the South copies of the most important 
speeches in Congress, with instructions to spread them broad- 
cast over the land. 

The late war was brought about more by a mutual misunder- 
standing between the two sections of the Country than any real 
ill feeling. Thank God it is over, and I beseach you as a sena- 
tor to do all in your power to bring about an era of good feeling 
North & South, and I believe this can best be done by a wide 
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dissemination of Speeches & Documents. Let us know what 
is desired of us at the North, & let us know what the North de- 
mands of us. All of my late brothers in arms are thoroughly 
loyal to the Union, and the only secessionists I have met with 
since my return home have been those who have never tasted gun- 
powder or heard the whistle of bullets. 

The late C. S. Army is as loyal (as far as I have been able to 
ascertain) to the Union as any portion of the Country, and I be- 
lieve that in the event of a foreign war that La. would furnish 
more volunteers than Mass. Four out of five of my old Regt. 
would enlist to-morrow to fight under the Stars & Stripes. 
Yours very resptly, W. W. Mason, 

Late Col. C. S. Army. 

Newhall House, 

Milwaukee, Sept. 15, 1871. 
Hon. J. R. Doolittle. 

Dear Sir: I have no hesitation in saying to you, what I said 
to my friend, Gov. R. B. Hayes of Ohio. 

I assure you as I did him on my honor that I do not know or 
believe in the existence of any such organization as Klu Klux in 
Texas. 

The belief in the Northern mind of the existence of such an or- 
ganization prevents Northern immigration to the South, & pre- 
vents the investment af Northern capital in my State. On that 
account I assert no such organization does exist in Texas. 

And further I have no hesitation in saying that Northern im- 
migrants in Texas will be as safe in their rights of person & prop- 
erty (so far as ex-confederates are concerned), as they would be 
in the State of Wisconsin. And we cordially invite them to 
come & live among us. I am, with respect, Yours &c, 

Guy M. Bryan. 

Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, &c. 
Hd'Qrs. Supt. Western District, N. C. 

Salisbury, Nov. 14th, 1865. 
Hon. J. R. Doolittle. 

Senitor: 

I thought I would drop you a few 
lines in refferenceto the election for governor in this state; from 
all appearances Holden is defeated, and I am glade that he has 
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been, for Werth is the best man of the two ; from what I can learn 
from freely conversing with the people he has been a consistent 
man, always opposed to secession, a straightforward and hon- 
orable man, I think we can depend upon him in doing his part 
towards bringing about a proper state of affairs, I think he will 
tell the people of North Carolina the truth while from all evi- 
dence upon the subject Holden will tell them anything to suit 
their interest and prejudices. The Bureau is doing a great 
amount of good and cannot be dispensed with until the laws of 
the state are made to protect the Freedmen, and I think if the 
people are told this by their leading men, they will soon agree 
to it ; the Holden men have not been talking to them in this way. 
Hoping that you will find everything comfortable during the 
winter, I remain Very Respectfully 

Your Obt. Ser't, 

G. W. Wells. 



Washington, D. C, Mch. 6th, 65. 
Dear Sir: 

I have been very unwell and the most of the time 
confined to my room for a month past. 

I hope you will pardon the liberty I take in making the follow- 
ing suggestions and requests. Would not the admission of the 
Senators from Louisiana on motion upon their credentials be suf- 
ficient to impliedly repeal the act of Congress and the President's 
proclamation thereunder of 1861 declaring Louisiana to be in 
a state of insurrection ? 

Or if it would not impliedly repeal it would not the act of 1861 
cease to have any effect against Louisiana by the admission of 
her Senators in the manner aforesaid ? 

I think several Senators entertain these propositions in the af- 
firmative, and that a joint resolution of both houses of Congress 
is not an imperative prerequisite to the admission of Senators. 

I sincerely hope, therefore, that when the question arises on 
presenting the credentials of the Hon. M. Hahn and myself Sen- 
ators duly elected by the Legislature of Louisiana and according 
to law, that the three hundred and fifty thousand loyal souls and 
among them eighteen thousand loyal voters, being a large ma- 
jority of the entire voting population of the state now residing 
in Louisiana, will find in you a defender of their rights and a 



Senator Doolitlle and Reconstruction 45.5 

supporter of their Senators and their admission upon their cre- 
dentials. Most respectfully submitted by 

Your Most Obedient Servant, 

R. King Cutler, 
U. S. S. elect from La., 
Room 463, nth Str. 
To Hon. J. R. Doolittle. 



Marion, Ala., May 14, 1868. 

Hon'l J. R. Doolittle, 

Washington City. 

Dear Sir : As our state has 
no representative in Congress, I take the liberty of enquiring of 
you on behalf of myself and others, whether the Bankrupt law 
has been or will be amended so as to extend the time of filing 
petitions beyond the 1st of June? As the law now stands no one 
can take the benefit of the act after the 1st June without paying 
50 cents on the dollar. It would be a great benefit to have the 
time extended, as the situation of the country is & will be such 
as to make it necessary for many persons to go into Bankruptcy 
who did not anticipate having to resort to it and who cannot now 
make their arrangements and file their petitions before 1st June. 
This necessity has been caused by the failure of parties who were 
supposed to be solvent, by business failures and embarrassments 
generally and unforeseen causes. 

There will be as much necessity for the benefits and provisions 
of the law after 1st June as there is now or was at the time of its 
passage. You will confer a great favour upon myself & many 
others in this section by informing me immediately whether there 
is any certainty of the time being extended beyond 1st June, and 
to what time. Tendering you the apologies of myself & others 
for troubling you in this matter, I remain, 

Yours very respectf'ly, 

L. C. Tutt. 

p. s. — We have written to you because we are satisfied you 
are disposed to do justice to our own & every other section of 
the Country. Please let us hear from you immediately. 
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Skaneateles, N. Y. 

June 22d, 1868. 
Hon'l James R. Doolittle. 
Dr Sir. 

After the little reflection I have been able to give the 
subject, it has occurred to me, that, in order to save my rights 
and the rights of my state, whatever they may be; it is proper 
my credentials should be presented to the Senate. I have, there- 
fore, endorsed them to you for that purpose, unless some good 
reason for not presenting them should occur to you or some of 
your friends. 

Unless the acts of the constitutional convention of Florida 
of 1865, including the abolition of slavery, the acts of 
the legislature of the state at its two different sessions, the 
decisions and proceedings of its courts, are all null and void, then 
the act of electing me to the Senate is a valid constitutional act 
and I am entitled to the seat. The fact, that the State has, since 
my election, changed or altered her constitution or adapted a new 
one based on universal suffrage, does not oust me from the of- 
fice, nor in any way deprive me of my rights. The office of U. 
S. Senator is not a state office subject to be abolished by amend- 
ments to the State Constitution. Nor can such amendments ab- 
breviate or enlarge the term of or supersede the Senator in Con- 
gress. Nor can a state legislature, because of such amendments 
or for any similar cause, legally elect a senator in Congress to fill 
a term already filled by a previous election. 

There is nothing in the reconstruction acts of Congress, ac- 
cording to my recollection, which interferes with or affects the 
question of my right to the seat, and the Senate can, if it choos- 
es, consistently with these acts, declare that I am entitled to the 
seat. Very respectfully, Your obt serv't, 

Wm. Marvin. 



Portsmouth, Va., 7 May, 1866. 
Hon. Mr. Doolittle, 

U. S. Senate. 

Dear Sir: Last winter while deeply, nay, absorbingly en- 
gaged, in conducting the business of the Virginia Senate, I had 
the honor to receive your speech made in the United States 
Senate. I thank you for your attention. It was able and well 
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made. You enunciated and defended therein truth and principle. 
Since then only a few days ago I had great pleasure in reading 
your remarks in the senate following and fighting in the same 
line. Hold on, Mr. Senator. The people, the loyal people, 
North or South, will rally to your position, will vindicate our 
noble president, because he, and those now standing by him, 
are alike defending the Constitution and Constitutional Liberty. 
It never was intended, that a Constitution should be at the 
command of party. Constitutions are far above party contem- 
plations, party aims. Party must and should be subservient to 
and in obedience to Constitutions. Party may of right deal on- 
ly with matters of policy. Policy flows by, and under protection 
of Constitutions. Constitutions restrain and control party, or 
lines of Policy. Whenever Party, as party, has usurped power 
and right, to control the Constitution, if successful, Constitu- 
tional Liberty has been lost and destroyed. Let us see. When, 
or where, in what age, or country, has party, has Party brought 
into existence Constitutions ? I venture the assertion, that not 
a solitary instance can be found in ancient or modern history. 
Party almost, ex vi termino, implies government precedent. 

Refer to the history of each and all of our American Consti- 
tutions. What do we see? If a Constitution is to be amended, 
does not the Spirit of Liberty suggest, nay command, Party strife 
to cease ? Is not the call for Patriotism ? Does not party yield ? 
Does not Party Spirit retire at this Holy Invocation ? Have not 
the People thus obeyed the Voice of Liberty ? And think you 
now Mr. Senator, that Liberty, deep-rooted in the hearts of the 
people, will fail to realize the hour, and vindicate the cause, the 
Cause of Constitutional Government? Sir, be assured, be assur- 
ed, that the spirit of all our Liberties, now at this hour imper- 
iled by wild party instincts, will very soon awake, because she 
is not dead, but only sleepeth, and vindicate her Cause, the Cause 
of Constitutional Liberty. Have no fears. Go on. The People 
will rescue their Constitution and their Liberties from the Grasp 
of Party. I see, or I think I see clearly this result. 

I should be very much obliged to receive a copy of your prom- 
ised vindication in the senate. You will triumph. The People 
of your noble state will rally to your support. Excitement may 
do much, it is ever capable of doing a great deal, but have confi- 
dence. He who cannot afford to wait the cool judgment of the 
people deserves to fall. I feel that you are right : and being 
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right I have every confidence in the People to appreciate your 
noble position. 

May Providence guide you and may your Patriotic exertions 
be rewarded by a grateful People, 
I have the honor to be, Mr. Senator, 

Very Respectfully your most obt. servant, 

Leopold C. P. Cooper, 

Lt. Gov. of Va. 



Duane Mowry. 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 



